
            

 

DAILY UPDATES OF HANDICAPS 

 
The World Handicapping System (WHS) provides for updating a Handicap Index on a daily 
basis, or soon thereafter.  On days where the score has not been submitted, no update will 
take place. New Zealand Golf recommends that score cards are entered for handicap 
purposes on the day of play, which also allows the playing conditions calculation to apply.  
 

However, we understand that for many clubs, especially those relying on volunteers for 

score entry, entering scores on a daily basis may not be practical. The following is a 

recommendation suggested only for this situation: 
 

Score Entry 

 

While we encourage daily score entry, which is necessary in applying the PCC calculation, to 

assist clubs which fall into the above category, and to ensure members’ handicaps are as up 

to date as possible, we provide the following recommendations: 

• Competition day scores i.e. Weekend, Midweek, Vets Day, Open Days, Interclub etc 
must be entered on the day of the competition; 

• General play, where an organised competition is not being contested and golfers are 
playing a casual round or competitively but not in an event organised by a 
Committee, scores should be entered as soon as practical following the round. 

Note:  If golf is played on all seven days of the week, yet cards are only entered on 

Wednesday and Sunday, it is only the Wednesday and Sunday scores that will be subject to 

the PCC adjustment. 

 
Handicap Listing 

 

As soon as a score is entered, it may have an impact on a player’s Handicap Index the 

following day which will be displayed at www.golf.co.nz for all to see. At Golf Clubs using 

score card printing technology, the new Handicap Index will show on the score card, 

however there are still many Golf Clubs using the traditional score card.  

 

  

http://www.golf.co.nz/


For clubs not using a scorecard system, and/or where players may not be able to ascertain 

their Handicap Index at the club, due to internet / mobile phone access etc, the club may 

choose to:   

• Download a Handicap List on any daily competition day and remove at the end of the 
day - Note: For Saturday/Sunday the downloaded Saturday list may apply for both 
days); or 
 

• Download and post a Handicap List weekly on a Friday, which remains as the ‘Club’ 
Handicap List until the following Friday.  Where a club elects this option the 
Handicap Committee must ensure all scores have been entered Friday – Thursday 
inclusive of the previous week and with the correct playing date. 

 

 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Where a Club Handicap List is posted weekly, club members must be made 

aware that their Handicap Index as listed for the week is only for use at their own club and when 

playing against their own club members.  Should any member play and/or compete at another 

club, or at their home club where members from other clubs are also competing i.e. interclub, 

pennants, Open Days etc they must ensure they obtain their correct Handicap Index from the 

DotGolf Handicapping System before play commences. 

 

 
 

 
Reasons for Change:  
To provide players with a more responsive and up-to-date Handicap Index. 
 
Under the current system, a newly submitted score may have to wait up to two weeks 
before it is factored into the player’s Handicap Index calculation. 
 
To streamline the process of establishing a Handicap Index. 
 
After a player submits their third acceptable 18-hole score (made up of any combination of 
9-hole and 18-hole rounds), they will be issued a Handicap Index the next day. 
 
To encourage players to submit scores as soon as practicable, preferably before midnight on 
the day of play. 
 
The Playing Conditions Calculation will use scores submitted at a course each day, therefore, 
particularly on competition days, it is crucial that scores are posted on the same day of play. 
 
A Golf Club can establish an effective date to use for eligibility or for a Handicap Index to use 
for a competition. This provides greater discretion than fortnightly revision dates. 
 

 


